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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
subject application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
an input/output (I/O) device being operative to: 
receive a fragment of electronic data; 
examine the fragment of electronic data; and 

moderate one or more interrupts of an interrupt scheme on an associated 

computing platform processor if the fragment of electronic data comprises 
latency-sensitive dat a, th e I/O dev i ce - farth e r b e ing op e rative to mod e fate 
on e or moro interrupts of an - a ssoci a ted oomputing platform procesoor . 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency-sensitive 
data comprises an acknowledgement (AGK). 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said I/O device comprises a network 
interface card (NIC). 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the latency-sensitive 
data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority designation. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is 
s enfkmr e d operative to moderate by substantially immediately asserting said one 
or more interrupts of said associated computing platform processor. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said I/O device is 
configured operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts of said 
associated computing platform processor so that a predetermined number of 
interrupts per unit of time is not exceeded. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is 
configured operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a 
particular number of fragments of electronic data of a particular type are received 
by said I/O device. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device is 
conf i gured operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a 
particular quantity of electronic data is received. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said moderation of associated 
computing platform interrupt scheme is configurable through a user interface, 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

said I/O device further being operative to measure a particular period of time 
after the receipt of a fragment of electronic data, and further bo i ng 
op e r a tiv e to moderate one or more interrupts of an associated computing 
platform after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of moderating one or more interrupts of an 
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associated computing platform comprising: 
receiving a fragment of electronic data; 
examining the fragment of electronic data; and 

if the fragm e nt of e l ectron i c d a t a compris e s lat e ncy sen si tiv e data, moderating 
said one or more interrupts of an interrupt scheme on the associated 
computing platform if the fragment of electronic data comprises latency- 
sensitive data , 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11 , wherein said latency-sensitive 
data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein said latency-sensitive 
data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority designation. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 11 , wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts of said associated computing platform processor if a 
predetermined number of interrupts per unit time is met or exceeded. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular number of fragments of electronic 
data of a particular type are received. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic data is 
received. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user interface. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic 
data; and 

performing said moderating after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

20. (Currently Amended) An article comprising: 
a storage medium; 

sard storage medium having stored thereon instructions, that when executed by a 
computing platform, result in execution of a method of processing latency 
sensitive electronic data comprising: 

receiving a fragment of electronic data; 

examining the fragment of electronic data; and 

if th e fragm e nt of oloctron i o data compricos lafo f rey - s e nsitrv e d ata, moderating 
said one or more interrupts of an interrupt scheme on the comp uting 



Docket NO.: 42390P12249 6 Utility Paten! AnnliroHnn 

PAGE 11/23 1 RCVD AT 7/7/2006 6:25:55 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * $VR:USPTO£FXRF-3/20 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 9494980601 * DURATION (mnKs):0W8 



07/07/2086 15:41 9494980601 LH HOPE INTEL CORP PAGE 12 



platform if the fragment of electronic data comprises latency-sensitive 
data. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The article of claim 20, wherein said latency-sensitive 
data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

22. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 20, wherein said latency-sensitive 
data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority designation. 

23. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor. 

24. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said interrupting of said associated computing platform processor. 

25. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular number of fragments of electronic 
data of a particular type are received. 

26. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises deferring 
said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic data is 
received. 

27. (Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user interface. 
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28. (Original) The article of claim 20, and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic 
data; and 

performing said moderating after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

29. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

an input/output (I/O) devioe being operative to: 
receive a fragment of electronic data; 

examine one or more characteristics of the fragment of electronic data; and 

moderate one or more interrupts of an interrupt scheme on a computing 

platform, said moderation based, at least in part, on the one or more 
characteristics of the fragment of electronic data. 

30. (New) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein one of the one or more characteristics 
of the fragment of electronic data comprises packet type. 

31 . (New) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said packet type comprises an ACK 
(acknowledgement) packet. 
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